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Keeping you informed of what is  
happening in the Cue Community 

 

The Dryblower is a non-profit  
Community newspaper edited, printed, 
Produced and distributed by the Cue 
CRC 

Contact 
CRC Robinson Street, Cue 
Phone: (08) 9963 1198 
Fax:      (08) 9963 1197 
Email:  cue@crc.net.au  
 
Contributions, articles and         
advertisements must be dropped 
in, posted, faxed or emailed to 
Cue CRC by the last week of the 
month for publication on the 7th 
of the following month.   
 

Advertising Rates 

Size        B/W        Colour 

Full page       $30.00      $60.00 
Half page       $15.00      $30.00 
Quarter page     $10.00      $20.00 
Eighth page       $5.00        $10.00 
All Advertising rates are incl. of GST 

Disclaimer. 

The information in this publication is 

of a general nature and does not     

necessarily reflect the views of the 

CRC or its employees. 

While the editor will attempt to    

publish all contributions submitted, I 

reserve the right to edit or refuse to 

publish any contributions which may 

be considered defamatory or          

inappropriate. No liability shall be 

incurred by the editor for any      

omissions or errors in published    

articles and contributions. 

If you are unable to collect 

your copy of  

 

Simply complete the form below 
and send it with  your remittance 
to:- 

Editor 
“The Dryblower” 

Cue CRC 
 

Name…………………………. 
 
Postal Address………………. 
 
…………………………………. 
 
…………………………………. 
 
Date:…………………………… 
 
Subscription:………………….. 

 
Subscriptions are for a 12 month period 

Distribution Outlets  

for the Dryblower 

Bell & co 
Murchison Traders 
Cue Shire  
Murchison Club Hotel 
Cue CRC  
Queen of the Murchison B&B 
B.P. Roadhouse 
 
All editions of the Dryblower are 
available electronically from either  
Cue.crc.net.au  or 
Shire@cue.wa.gov.au 
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Editor report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Hello to the good people of Cue 
I can’t believe it is already Autumn. In another couple of weeks it will be Easter and we will be       
Quarter of the way through 2016. How time flies when you are having fun. 
I would like to thank all those that contributed to this months edition of the Dry blower and    
certainly hope the readership find some of the articles as interesting and informative as l have. 
  
Over the last few months l have been utilizing, on a regular basis, the Cue Beringarra road, 
which l believe is one of Cues’ greatest assets. Due to the fact that after rain it is one of the             
only roads to remain open on most occasions, allowing tourists a means of escape  and those      
living on stations along it’s path their only access to supplies, l value this asset very deeply.       
I understand the future of this road has been a bone of contention in recent times, however,          
regardless of this circumstance, l personally find it incomprehensible and most unfortunate that   
councils vacilitation has resulted in an absolute zero maintenance policy. Like the roof on a 
house , the seal on the road is there to provide an impermeable layer to the structure and             
foundations below it. If a piece of iron on a roof becomes loose and left unattended it will likely 
nick off and perhaps take other pieces with it, resulting in major repairs. Like wise when a     
pothole occurs in the road and is left alone it allows moisture under the seal which can rapidly 
deteriorate the base work causing the seal to “pick out” when traffic passes over it, resulting in 
large sections of the road needing minor reconstruction. Preventative maintenance can often 
be the best cure. I have also noticed at some sections the shoulder has been severely washed 
away undermining the edge of the seal, this will soon turn into a hazard  with the potential to 
force a road closure so as to prevent an accident. The most disappointing aspect is that during 
the same period l have been using this road the Murchison shire have attended to their section 
of the road on at least two if not three occasions removing excess gravel, rocks and debris 
washed onto the road after rains as well as making maintaining the flood ways and gravel            
sections. I have even had Murchison councillors’ enquire as to its condition? 
 
It has been suggested to have a photo section included in the Dry Blower. I think this would be 
a great idea so start sending your photo’s in. If there is enough response they will be divided 
into categories and in 6 months time the photo gaining the most public support in each              
category will be awarded a prize. 
Categories would include,  Historical, Modern, Flora & Fauna, Birds & Insects,  
Aquatic & Reptiles and Nature at its best. IF there is enough response. 
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Editors Page cont….. 
 

Another suggestion was for people to send in with their favourite  web site. Another great idea. 
Nat from out at Beringarra has started this off  with her contribution to be found inside this     
edition, including photo’s  showing the results of the inspiration derived from her favourite. 
These photo’s would be in the Modern category, I’m sure there are many subjects out there  
similar to Nats’ in the local community that could be photographed. 
 
I had the privilege recently of having  Sgt Brennan accompany me on a trip around some of our 
outlying stations. It was a pleasure to have a yarn with someone committed to being a part of 
our community and wanting to meet its people and be involved in its well being. If you have not 
met him or the other officers yet l am sure you will very soon, and l wouldn’t be at all surprised if 
this sergeant is with us for a fair while. May we all make them welcome. 
 
With the  election of a new councillor coming up soon I thought a small questionnaire that could 
be printed in the Dry Blower for all to read would be a good idea. Unfortunately only one person 
responded which can be seen on the opposite page. I hope all that are eligible to vote do so 
and  l also hope they take into account the merit of each of the nominees. I think it is positive 
that  there are some fresh ideas.  
Finally may l say congratulations to those responsible for the repair and upkeep of the towns  
Median strip. It looks bloody fantastic and is a credit to them. It is the best l have seen in the  
district an I wouldn’t mind a bit of it in my yard. 
 

    Jeff 
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POLICE BEAT 
 
New to town. 
 
Cue Police would like to welcome to town Senior Constable Frankie MCADAM and his wife 
Claire. 
SC MCADAM arrives with a wealth of experience having recently transferred from the 
Wheatbelt Liquor Enforcement Unit.  
With the arrival of SC MCADAM we are now back to full strength and we all look forward to 
getting involved with the community both on and off-duty.  
 
With the arrival of SC MCADAM sees the loss of SC Brock LUCEV who will be returning 
back to Meekatharra. I am sure you will agree it was a pleasure to have SC LUCEV in town 
and I know he thoroughly enjoyed his time here. 
 
I pass on his thanks to everyone here that made him feel welcome. It’s a credit to the town 
and the community when a relieving officer says they do not want to leave. 
 
Anti-social Behaviour 
 
Police were alerted to an incident at the Murchison Hotel on Friday evening 19/02/16       
involving an intoxicated patron refusing to leave. Be advised that the Murchison Hotel and 
Bells Emporium have a legal obligation to refuse service to anyone they believe to be drunk. 
There is also a dress code required for entry to the Murchison Hotel. If you are asked to 
leave a licensed premises you cannot return for 24hrs.  
 
Further to that any breaches of the peace and incidents that relate to the licensed premises 
in town will be policed in accordance with the Cue Liquor Accord. In this instance the patron 
has been banned for 1 month. Further discrepancies will see longer bans with the possibility 
of a state barring notice. 
 
Social Media 
 
As previously mentioned if you don’t already follow us on twitter, get on board. It’s a great 
way to keep in contact and see some of the activities we are involved in. We currently have 
594 followers which considering our current population is a great achievement. 
 
Quote for the month 
 
“Whenever I think of the past, it brings back so many memories” 
 
 

 
“IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE COMMUNITY” 

CUE POLICE STATION 
PO BOX 47, CUE    WA    6640 

Phone (08) 9963 8800 
Fax (08) 9963 1228 
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From the CEO 
 
A big thank you to the Community Resource Centre for organising the collection of rubbish 
within the Cue town site and on the Great Northern Highway entries on Tuesday 8

th
 March for 

Clean Up Australia Day. Volunteers will be working by the roadside filling bags for collection 
by the Shire, so please keep an eye out and take care when passing in your vehicle. 
 
Congratulations to our Rates Officer, Claire, on her recent marriage to John Stanley. May your 
life together in Cue be joyful and fulfilling.  
 
Brett Edwards has been appointed to manage the Shire’s Works and Services department 
while a recruitment process is undertaken to replace Paul O’Connor. I would like to welcome 
Brett to Cue. 
 
Colin and Janelle Duncan have been selected as the new Caravan Park Managers to take 
over from Brian and Shirley Walkerden, who will be leaving at the end of March. Colin and 
Janelle will be relocating to Cue shortly from Denham, where they have been operating the 
Seaside Tourist Village. 
 
An extraordinary election will be held on Friday 8

th
 April to fill the current vacancy on Council 

arising from the resignation of Councillor Peter Tegg. At the time of writing this report, four 
nominations have been received for the current vacancy, therefore the election will move to 
the voting process. This will be run by the Electoral Commissioner by postal vote, with election 
packages being distributed from 11

th
 March. 

 
On behalf of the Cue community, I have recently highlighted a number of concerns regarding 
the quality of Cue’s water supply to the Minister for Water, Hon Mia Davies MLA. I would     
encourage residents who have experienced a problem with their water supply to lodge a    
complaint with the Water Corporation on 13 13 75 or online. 
 
From 1

st
 April, poison baits will be laid in the common area around Garden Rock as part of  

ongoing efforts to control wild dogs in the Shire. No baits will be laid in the exclusion zone 
within 400 metres of the rock, however please be aware that baits may be carried by other  
animals and remain vigilant with pets and small children in this area. 
 
The next meeting of Council will be held in the Shire of Cue Council Chamber on Tuesday 15

th
 

March 2016, commencing at 6:30pm. 
 
If you would like any further information on any of the above matters, please contact me or 
one of the staff members at the Shire office. 
 
 

Rob Madson 
Chief Executive Officer 
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TEMPORARY ROAD         
CLOSURE 

 
Please be advised of a temporary road closure to all but local   

traffic on the following roads for flood damage repairs: 
 

Coodaroy – Noondie Road from 1
st
 March 2016 to 1

st
 August 

2016 
 
Bell South Road from 1

st
 March 2016 to 1

st
 June 2016 

 
Big Bell – Coodardy Road from 1

st
 May 2016 to 1

st
 June 2016 

 
 

For all enquiries please contact Nigel on 0408 599 339. 
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Contributed by Dave Leach 
I have just returned from the Dardenelles from a trip that I & my mother had planned for 
years. Unfortunately she did not make it through the year to see it fulfilled.  
 
Her Father David Gemmill returned from the first world war as RSM of the 2nd Pioneer 
Battalion in 1919. He had left his wife & family to enlist & spent 1407 days abroad.  
 
(circa 1961) as a child I remember my brother & I sitting on each of his knees at  his home 
in Sharp St. Yarrawonga admiring and asking him about the medals on his chest. He      
explained the 2 general service medals but of the Military Medal he told us that he won it 
for digging out men buried alive in a dugout under shell fire. My mother commented later 
that that it “was the first time she had ever heard him speak of the war”.  
 
Some years ago through a web site I contacted a man who would, for a small fee, research 
the archives of the AWM. After procuring his services I was very surprised to find that the 
Medal was awarded on the last night of the evacuation at ANZAC (Gallipolli). No one in the 
family even knew he had been there!  
 
The citation read “On the night of the19/20th of December the final night of the evacuation 
of ANZAC Private Gemmill was one of the C3 Party of the 22nd Battalion  
This party consisted of 2 Officers & 17 men who garrisoned the trench opposite Johnson’s 
Jolly while earlier parties were embarking. During this period  Pvt Gemmill walked along 
the trench firing from different loop holes giving the enemy the impression that the trenches 
were manned as usual.  
 
The question I asked myself was why did he tell me that he had won the Medal in France? 
The answer became evidently clear when reading about the evacuation of Anzac. Every 
man who had been there wanted to be the last off, especially those that had been there 
from the beginning. “I was here at the first, I am entitled to be the last off” There was near 
mutiny when told that they couldn’t. But the fact of the matter was that no one thought they 
would get away with it. They thought that most likely the last parties would have a running 
battle to the beach.   In truth malnutrition & disease had taken a toll on most men at       
ANZAC. So the instruction from HQ was that only the fittest gamest men were to be picked 
for the A, B, & C parties. The Diehards they called them. That they got away without     
mishap was an unparalleled feat of planning & a credit to those involved of which the navy 
played no small part. Did the Turks know ? It is a matter for the historians to debate, but I 
am sure they had an inkling.  
 
The way I see it now is that David, in his mind did not do what any other soldier would not 
have done at ANZAC. The story he told to my brother & I he deemed worthy to recount and 
I have no doubt of its authenticity.  
 
So 100 years to the second on the night of the 19th/20th December 2015, my son Dylan & 
I were at ANZAC. At Johnsons Jolly till 2.30am then down to ANZAC Cove where they  
embarked at 3.30am.  
 
It was a quiet cool night with only the shallow waves lapping on the beach. A far cry from 
the constant crackle of rifle fire & bomb explosions of 100 years before. I was somewhat 
surprised that we were completely alone at a landmark time in Australian, New Zealand, 
British and Turkish history.  
 
At 3.15 we recited the ode of remembrance & some minutes silence..................  

Lest we forget 
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Phone Watercorp operations on 131375 and ask to 
log a complaint. 
 
NOTHING will be done about our water unless you 
complain. 
 
I have started the complaint and been advised by  
Watercorp they need more complaints to act. 
 
 
Thanks  
Carla 
 
So please ring and validate you complaint don’t just 
complain to your neighbour . 
 
Thanks  
Ruth Lee 
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The petition for this will be on the front desk of the CRC 
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Tuesday 15th March 2016 2pm—4pm 

Cue CRC 
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Cicadas 
Did you know? 

Cicadas have 5 eyes, 2 big outside, and 3 small simple eyes in the forehead. 

 
5 eyes! ………….. Spooky 

 
In almost all species only the males have voices (hmmm.. no comment) 

 
 When frightened they let go water to lose weight and gain height 
 
 Each Cicada species has its own specific song 
 
 The female finds a suitable host tree, cuts a slit in a twig before inserting  

a bean shaped egg.  After a few weeks the nymphs fall and burrow into the ground, they 
feed on the fine roots of trees. There they construct a clay cell and live there for 4 – 6 
years. When fully grown the nymphs tunnel up to the  
surface to await the ideal conditions. (good early summer rains) Then they will emerge 
to climb a tree where it will attach itself with its front claws. The insect then breaks out of 
its body emerging as its adult self. After its wings have dried, it flies off to mate. 

 
Nymph exit holes under a Kurrajong tree. 

 
 



19 

 

 

 
Maori’s referred to spoken English as “reo kihikihi”: the cicada language 
Or a noisy party as “Me kihi kei te waru”: like cicadas in the 8

th
 month 

 
The noise is produced by a pair of thin membranes (the timbals) which lie high on the 

flanks of the abdomen near the front. When the muscle is contracted the tymbal pulls inward 
and suddenly clicks. When the muscle relaxes it clicks back. 
 
  

 
 A Cicada hangs from a Prickly Acacia branch. Watch out! They will wee on you 
 

 
 
 
Bush Tucker; 
In the past our indigenous peoples used to eat cicadas. They would dig them out of the 
ground from the high ground next to creeks and banks. Their holes are like spider holes. 
People would catch them while they were drying off after shedding their shell, or sometimes 
from the ground still in their shells. People would either eat them raw or throw them on the 
coals to cook them. 
 

 

Cicada Nymphs, good eating? “Hey Muddy! throw another nymph on the BarB”  
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classifieds 
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CDP 
Hayden Place Cue 

 

The CDP is now up and running again,  

we would like to invite community members especially 

pensioners who need some assistance with yard clean 

up, gardening, painting and odd jobs to come and  

see us or contact us. 

 

Contact Rodney on  

0487 141 619  

Public notices 

CAR FOR SALE 
 VT HOLDEN COMMODORE WAGON 

NEW AIRCONDITIONING 
MOTOR IN VERY GOOD CONDITION 
REGO PAID TO DECEMBER 2016 
INCLUDED ARE NEW SPARE HOSES 
& BELT 
PRICE:  $3,000 ONO 
PHONE:  RUTH ON 0438827442 
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In here 
 

In here inside my head 
 A thousand thoughts, 

Run around, 
In here 

Inside my head 
  I live 

An island 
Hoping, 
Wishing 
Waiting 
Yet… 

for what? 
Margaret Pauline Davies 

16/2/16 
 

Bob, Rob, and Robert live on the six hundredth floor of an apartment building. One 
day, the elevators are broken, so they have to take the stairs. To entertain      
themselves, they decide that for the first 200 floors, Bob will tell happy stories, for 
the middle 200 floors, Rob will tell funny stories, and for the last 200 floors, Robert 
will tell sad stories. On the 401st floor, Robert says, "Here's my sad story: I left our 
apartment's keys in the car." 
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OP Shop Opening Hours  
9am – 12pm  

Tuesday, Thursday and market days 
In the old post office building 

 

0pen Thursday  

9am—12noon 
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                                    MY  FAVOURITE  WEB SITE 
 
My fav website is Pinterest, it is a P in a red circle– sign up and start collecting your 
fav pins.  
Type into the search what you are interested in like recycled barbed wire, Quotes, 
Recycled  bottles, cars, How to make- - - - -?,how to cut wine bottles with 
string ,etc, holidays, any interest you have like cooking, places to see,  countries 
ect.  There is ideas on making stuff to sell and market stalls, heaps of stuff for the 
blokes to like too, renovating, how to build, weld, restore etc. It is endless but be 
warned…… it is addictive!! Cheers and have fun 
 
Nat Broad  Beringarra station. 
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To be continued 
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ST JOHN AMBULANCE CUE 

MEMBERSHIPS 
FAMILY $81 
SINGLE  $50 

 
 

JOIN UP TODAY & SAVE A LIFE 
PAY Ruth AT THE CRC 
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Cue BerringarraRd 

Lake Nallan 
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Merv Nookawarra Station 

Cue Beringarra rd 
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 Patrick Bozanich 17.03.                                                                                                               
Jim Ketteringham     22.03.                
Dre Reece  29.03                                                                                                      
Clifton Dongara 31.03. 

 

Lecture Circuit 
Seamus Neenan 89 years of age was stopped by the police around 2 a.m. 
and was asked where he was going at that time of night . 
 

 

Seamus replied, "I'm on my way to a lecture about alcohol abuse and the ef-
fects it has on the human body, as well as smoking and staying out late." 
 
The officer asked, "Really? Who's giving that lecture at this time of night?" 
Seamus replied, 
"That would be my wife." 

Math Teacher: "If I have 5 bottles in one hand and 6 in the other hand, what 
do I have?"  
Student: "A drinking problem." 
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AMBULANCE 

POLICE 

FIRE BRIGADE 

PHONE: 000 
FOR AFTER HOURS NURSE  

 
PHONE:  99630100 

DO NOT  
VISIT THE NURSE, Police or AT HOME 

REMEMBER RING:  99630100 

CUE HEALTH  
CENTRE 

Victoria Street                                                   
Cue  WA 6640     
Tel: 9963 0100 

  
 
 
 
 

 
Murchison Dental 

 

March 2016 
 For appointments  

PH: 0427386647 

 

R.F.D.S   GP Clinic 8th & 22nd   

Paediatrician 21st   

Physiotherapist 14th Yalgoo 15th March to 24th March  

Occupational Therapy Please enquire   

Psychologist every 2nd week - 
please enquire  

  

Please enquire as above 
dates are subject to change 
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