
  

 

July 2018, Issue 57 

 
THIS PUBLICATION MAY, COULD, MIGHT,  HAS OR WILL 

OFFEND SOME PEOPLE. 
Take life choices seriously. 

Err on the side of cauƟon and smile =) 
Take a risk and laugh your head off. 



2 

 

Keeping you informed of what is happening in the Cue Community with The 
Dryblower. 

 
The Dryblower is a non‐profit Community newspaper edited, printed, 

 
CRC AusƟn Street, Cue 
Phone: (08) 9963 1198 
Fax:      (08) 9963 1197 
Email:  cue@crc.net.au  

 
ContribuƟons, arƟcles and  adverƟsements must 
be dropped in, posted, faxed or emailed to Cue 
CRC by the last week of the month for publicaƟon 
on the 7th of the following month.   

All AdverƟsing rates are incl. of GST 

 
The informaƟon in this publicaƟon is of a general 
nature and does not  necessarily reflect the views 
of the CRC or its employees. While the editor will 
aƩempt to publish all contribuƟons submiƩed, I 
reserve the right to edit or refuse to publish any 
contribuƟons which may be considered defama‐
tory or inappropriate. No liability shall be in‐
curred by the editor for any omissions or errors in 
published arƟcles and contribuƟons. 

Simply complete the form below and send it with  
your remiƩance to: 

This publicaƟon is not produced by the Cue Shire and 
therefore any complaints /arƟcles should be directed 
to the Editor or the Cue CRC. 
 
 Bell & co, Cue Shire, Cue CRC  
 Queen of the Murchison B&B 
 Murchison Club Hotel 
 Cue Caravan Park 
 
All ediƟons of the Dryblower are available electroni‐
cally from either  

cue.crc.net.au  or cue.wa.gov.au 

Distribution Outlets for the Dryblower Want to share something ? 

Size  B/W  Colour 

Full page $30.00 $60.00 

Half page $15.00 $30.00 

Quarter page $10.00 $20.00 

Eight page $5.00 $10.00 

Contact 

Unable to collect your copy ? Disclaimer 

Editor 
“The Dryblower” 

Cue CRC 
Name………………………………………………………………………... 
 
Postal Address……………….…………………………………………. 
 
Date:…………………………………………………………………………. 
 
SubscripƟon:…$24. 00  for 1 Year………….. 

 

Disclaimer. 
The information in this publication is of a general 
nature and does not  necessarily reflect the 
views of the CRC or its employees. 
While the editor will attempt to publish all       
contributions submitted, I reserve the right to   
edit or refuse to publish any contributions which 
may be considered defamatory or inappropriate. 
No liability shall be incurred by the editor for any      
omissions or errors in published articles and 
contributions. 
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The content of this editorial does in no way reflect the views or opinions of the Shire of Cue, its    
councillors or any of its staff. Responsibility for the information and views  expressed in this editorial 

lies entirely with the author. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello good people of Cue 
There are a few things I wanted to write about in this edition, however, my mind keeps 
returning to one thing. 
It is with great sadness we farewell one of our little villages’ great locals Owen Hauge. A 
true “mans man’ and a bloody terrific fella. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RIP OWEN HAUGE 
 
 
 

Jeff 
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Cue sites and wildlife captured by one of Cue’s locals. 
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Saint John Ambulance, Fire Brigade and Nurs-
ing post staff joined together to have a fun ed-
ucational experience on emergency equipment 

used by all of the services.  
 

It is hoped that all emergency services will 
come together in the future for such events in 

emergency training scenarios. 

 
We thank the saint John Ambulance, the 
Fire Brigade and the nursing post for their 
heroic service and appreciate everything 

they have done for the communities.  

COMMUNITY SERVICES COMING TOGETHER  
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John and Georgina  married  in Yalgoo  Western Australia on the 5th of June  1899 
and have been happily married ever since, they first moved to Day Dawn during 1909 
and had 6 children in total . Winfred E. Thompson was born at Cue on the 8th of 
March in 1903, Olive M. Thompson was born at Mount Magnet on the 19th of March in 
1905, Wilfred M. Thompson was born at Mount Magnet on the 1st of September 1907, 
Joyce D. Thompson was  born at Day Dawn on the 29th of March 1914, John and 
Helda Thompson was born in the city of Perth.  

John W. Thompson went to WW1 after moving to Day Dawn before going to war he ran a 
local shop in the town of Day Dawn.  
Jack Thompson had a carrying business in Yalgoo and  made many deliveries to stations 
as well as their daughter violet, Violet did truck runs sometimes when she was the age of 
17. Jack had a loving wife named Pearl. Both Jack and Pearl can be seen in the Yalgoo 
History book.  
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On January 5th 1908, Mr William John Clinton’s body was discovered at the bottom of an 80ft 
mining shaft in a town known as Day Dawn. Before his murder Mr Clinton was last seen           
accompanied by three men; James Potter, George Bloomer and Henry smith. A statement was 
received by James Potter explaining that he arrived at Day Dawn on January 9th and was met by 
his brother, George Bloomer and Henry Smith. James Potter claimed he received a letter        
explaining that Mr Clinton was threatening to cut the throat of Mrs Clinton, who was also James 
Potter’s sister.  
 
James Potter went with Henry Smith and George Bloomer to confront William Clinton. Mr Clinton 
beckoned him outside and asked James Potter where he had received the information. He     
explained he had received the information from Henry Smith who was also a good friend to Mr 
Clinton. Thrown off by the information given, Mr Clinton was infuriated. It was not the first he had 
witnessed Henry Smiths betrayal. Mr Clinton claimed he had allowed Mr Smith to come live with 
him because they were always on the best of terms and would be easier finical wise. One night 
Mr Clinton went around the back of his home and noticed while walking through the back door 
Henry Smith with his arms around Lil’s (Mrs Clinton) waist. It infuriated Mr Clinton but he         
admitted he was not cunning enough to do anything at the time. Instead, he thought it would be 
a good idea to come back to the house one or two nights while on night shift and if he had seen 
anything else, he would have “settled” both of them.  
 
A statement by George Bloomer was also read; on January 3rd he claimed he discovered Henry 
Smith groaning and crying and when asked what was wrong Henry Smith replied “I’m thinking of 
Lil and Viney, I wish they were up here now, I’ll get them up here when I get Clinton out of the 
road and we will get work together.” Some days before this George Bloomer stated he went to 
the post office with him and saw Mr Smith receive a letter addressed “H. Gwynne”. Later, While 
Mr Clinton and James were talking Henry Smith was sat on the bed and began to groan and 
said “it’s killing me. I won’t last much longer. I do love Lil and dear Viney. But if I go you can tell 
them.”  
 

Early in the morning of Sunday, January 6th Mr Bloomer was awoken by a report but was dosing 
off again when he smelt powder. Henry Smith poked him in the ribs and awoken him a second 
time, “I’ve settled him” Mr Smith said. Mr Bloomer heard Mr Clinton groaning and woke James 
and told him about it. Henry Smith turned to James Potter and said “I’ve settled him. I could not 
stand it any longer. It was the devils hand that guided me. The man didn’t deserve to live.”  After 
realising what was the result of a careless act James Potter and George Bloomer gave        
themselves up to the police.  

 

Henry Smith gave evidence and claimed George Bloomer was not in the room when the      
shooting took place, nor was James Potter. He thought he was shot about quarter to five on 
Sunday morning. He stated Mr Clinton had attacked him with a hammer, he grabbed the rifle 
and during the struggle it went off and shot Mr Clinton. In regards to the place and time of death 
they had evidence of Mr Smith, Mr Potter and Mr Bloomer and evidence such as tracks of blood 
etc. As to the cause of death, they had medical evidence and the confession of Henry Smith.  
Regarding the accidental or intentional part of Mr Clinton’s death they must give consideration to 
all the facts, such as Mr Clinton’s disappearance, the statements by Mr Smith against Mr Clinton. 
Mr Smith threatening Mr Clinton’s life, his connection with Mr Clinton’s wife, the secret disposal 
of the body, the burning of the  
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telegram sent to Mr Clinton, the preventing of Mr Potter seeing Mr Clinton, telling Mr Bloomer to 
bring the iron bar from the house and waiting to intercept Mr Clinton 

Henry Smith stated he shot Mr Clinton at about 5:00am and Mr Bloomer stated he was        
awakened by the report. Creating the scenario to be unlikely that there was a physical             
disagreement between Henry Smith and William Clinton before the shooting, medical evidence 
and marks from the bullet showed that Mr Clinton was lying in a horizontal position when shot 
and the shot was fired from a higher position than the body.  Henry Smith stated that to his 
knowledge the shooting took place after Mr Bloomer entered his room and went to sleep and   
admitted that Mr Bloomer was not in the room when the shooting occurred, apparently two hours 
later Mr Smith went into Mr Clinton’s room and shot him. He would not say anymore regarding 
the part Mr Bloomer had taken.  
 
The jury had the evidence that Mr Bloomer and Mr Potter had a dolly –bar at a place near Mr 
Clintons house and were going to intercept Mr Clinton. However, it happened that Mr Clinton was 
with a Mr Hall and whatever may have been done the weapon was not used at that time. The  
evidence shows that there was a certain amount of suspicion attached to both Mr Bloomer and 
Mr Potter in connection with the weapon and that they intended inflicting serious injury on Mr 
Clinton. If they would have any serious intention it might be interfered that such intention was  
later on abandoned due to the disagreement in the house and the difference between Mr Potter 
and Mr Clinton being amicably settled.  As far as he could see there was no evidence to make 
James Potter an accessory, George Bloomer on the other hand he was more closely associated 
with Henry Smith and had assisted Mr Smith with the cleaning and disposing of Mr Clintons body.  
More evidence was still yet to point to James Potter and George Bloomer, as regards to Henry 
Smith all the evidence was strong against him and all the evidence pointed to Mr Smith having 
wilfully shot Mr Clinton. The jury retired at half past 10 o’clock, an hour later returned with the  
following verdict; “we find that the deceased, William John Clinton came to his death while lying 
on his bed at his residence at Day Dawn on January 5th 1908 between the hours of 2am and 5am 
by a bullet wound wilfully inflicted by one Henry G. Smith. And that the other two prisoners       
arrested on suspicion, James Potter and George Bloomer were not accessories before the fact”  

 

Before the murder  
A married man, employed as a blacksmith’s striker at the Great Fingal Mine. William Clinton had 
not been seen since Saturday night; he was scheduled to work a shift on Sunday but did not put 
in an appearance. This did not cause comments to be made but when he did not make an       
appearance for his Monday shift it caused suspicion and inquiries were to be made as to his 
whereabouts. Based off claims and statements that he had domestic troubles with his Wife and 
having also remarked that he was going to have a row with two others with whom he was also 
working on the Klondyke Mine, immediately foul play was suspected. The police were contacted 
notified. Soon afterwards tracks were discovered 150 yards from where Mr Clinton lived and 
were easily be able to track themselves to the mouth of the mine shaft. The tracks were made by 
two individuals and it appeared as if they had dragged something and thrown something down 
the shaft. At the bottom of the shaft about 80ft deep was found the body of Mr William Clinton 
partially covered with dirt. The head was badly smashed and a bullet wound in the throat. 

 

        

Continued over the page 
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  It practically began about five years ago, when William John Clinton and Lavinia S Potter were 
married. It appeared they lived happily enough together, although Mr Clinton was not in regular 
work which made it hard for the couple finically and his wife was made to support herself. Three 
months after marrying there was a child, Viney, who is mentioned a great deal in the               
investigation of the crime. 12 months before Mr Clinton was left for work and arranged to send 
Mrs Clinton as soon as he made a home for her. They corresponded regularly and Mr Clinton 
having settled at Day Dawn sent for his wife during the end of October. Mrs Clinton and the   
children then moved to up to be with Mr Clinton and they lived in the house where the tragedy 
was perpetrated.  
 
Shortly after the arrival of Mrs Clinton, Mr Clinton and Mr Smith took up the Klondyke Mine and 
began to work it, at the end of November William Clinton suggested Henry Smith to live with 
them at Mr Clintons house , a few weeks later George Bloomer (Mrs Clintons step brother)     
arrived and also stayed at the house. Three weeks after Henry Smiths arrival at the Clintons 
home Mrs Clinton and the children went to Perth  
Mrs Clinton claimed she went to Day Dawn about two months before that Christmas and lived 
with her husband at a camp across the line. Later her husband brought Mr Smith to the house 
and introduced him as a friend of five years. They arranged to work a show and Mr Clinton  
wanted Mr smith to stay with them but Mrs Clinton objected to the idea. Mr Clinton however said 
he would send her back to Perth during the hot weather and if Mr Smith came to the house they 
could batch when she went away. She agreed and about a week later her step brother George 
Bloomer also came to the house to live. Mr Smith used to take her eldest child about and wanted 
to adopt her but she refused and he husband said she was foolish. She and her husband had 
quarrels but she knew how to cope and manage. Mr Smith never took part in the domestic   
quarrels but he sympathised with her and said it was not right for Mr Clinton to treat her in such 
a way, as she was not well.  

As Mrs Clinton’s departure they all went to the station to see her off to Perth, shortly after        
arriving in Perth she received a letter from Henry Smith addressed to her in her maiden name. It 
was signed “H. Gwynn.” She then burnt the letter and denied ever receiving it. The letter was 
mostly to do with the little girl and £1 was enclosed for her. She then received another 7 letters 
from Mr Smith with another enclosing £1 inside but Mrs Clinton did not reply. Her brother George 
then wrote to her asking why she was not replying to Mr Smith’s letters, she then wrote to Mr 
Smith and notified him letting him know she had received the money. Mr Smith then wrote back 
and asked to have the child sent back to Day Dawn but she replied with a response saying that 
she would have to see Mr Clinton first.  
Mrs Clinton had about four letters from Mr Smith and they wrote back under assumed names, 
because she denied to writing any at all. She had not known Mr smith before going to day dawn 
she had no conversation with Mr Smith about divorce, but he said to her it was a wonder she 
had lived with her husband after the way he treated her. He never paid her any attention and 
had never put his hands around her waist. Mr Smith was sometimes in the camp while her    
husband was away and that was why she denied Mr Smith being there.  

 
It was a lie. 
While Henry Smith was at the house Mrs Clinton said she heard Mr Smith say while taking the 
child out “This is my child” but she did not think he meant anything by it.   
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  Mr Smith had cross examined and came to the conclusion her husband had an ungovernable 
temper but that was her business. On one or two occasions he had come home under the        
influence of alcohol, he never threated to cut her throat but he said he had something in the 
house that could do the job if she did not do as he wished. Mr Smith claimed he took the child 
about because she was smart and also because Mr Clinton swore around her. A witness claims 
that he saw Mr Smith at the Gribbles Hotel in Cue discussing and borrowing a rifle, claims also 
reported that Mr Smith was seen interacting and discussing with the same person he bought the 
rifle from respecting Mrs Clinton on the 31st of December. Mr Smith then told the witness he could 
not eat since the little girl had gone away and said he was worried and expressed he did not like 
the way Mr Clinton doesn’t behave as he should around the young girl.  
More conversations came up and Mr Smith told the witness he was heard calling Mr Clinton a 
“mongrel” and the way he treats his wife is disrespectful, he also said “he’s talking about clearing 
out and when he does she will have a good clean divorce and they’ll be nothing stopping her from 
getting it and then ill marry her” witness said “you ought to be careful or you’ll put yourself in a 
mess, you should not interfere between man and wife.” Mr Smith went quiet and made no reply a 
few moments went by Mr Smith then said “I’ll tell you something I have never told anyone else. I 
am the father of that girl.” Witness said, “And you stop in that man’s house! You must be a queer 
man” he had seen the child with Mr Smith and had been told by him that it was Mr Clintons.  

 

To be continued…. 
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GOLD FEVER.  

WE GET UP EVERY MORNING, WHEN IT WOULD B NICER TO STAY IN BED. 

TO GO OUT GOLD DETECTING, WHEN ITS FREEZING COLD INSTEAD. 

WRAPED UP WITH SO MANY CLOTHES. TO KEEP OUT OF THE BITING COLD IT MAKES IT 

HARD TO WAVE YOUR DETECTOR, TO DETECT THEELUSIVE GOLD. 

BUT WE BRAVELY GO OUT EVERY DAY, EXCEPT SUNDAY OUR DAY OF REST, AS WE 

SNUGGLE DOWN IN OUR WARM BEDS, IT REALLY IS THE BEST. 

EVERY OTHER DAY WE ARE AWAYS UP BY SIX, AS WE DO NOT WANT TO BE LATE. 

BUT WHEN SUNDAY COMES AROUND EACH WEEK WE DON’T GET UP TILL EIGHT. 

ITS STRANGE THE WAY DETECTING AFFECTS YOU, IT’S A VERY PLEASANT LIFE. 

THE ENVIROMENT THAT YOU DETECT IN, IS SOOTHING AND FREE OF STRIFE. 

THE KANGAROOS AND EMUS YOU DISTURB, DO NOT SEEM TO MIND. 

NOR DO ALL THE BIRDS AROUND, OF MULTI COLOURED KIND. 

IT HELPS TO HAVE THE WILDLIFE ABOUT, AS YOU SEEK THE YELLOW GOLD. 

AND IF YOUR LUCKY ENOUGH TO FIND SOME, THE DIGGING ABATES THE COLD. 

IF WE COULD NOT GO DETECTING, WE DON’T KNOW WHAT WE SHOULD DO, AND WE 

WOULD THEN HAVE NO GOOD REASON, TO KEEP COMING BACK TO CUE. THIS WOULD 

UPSET US GREATLY, AS WE LOVE THIS LITTLE TOWN. PLUS ALL THE LOCAL COLOUR, 

AND THE BUILDINGS OF RENOWN. EVERYONE IS SO HELPFUL THAT WE HAVE FOUND TO 

BE TRUE, THE CARAVAN PARK, POST MASTER, SHOP KEEPERS AND THE BOYS IN BLUE.  

- BRIAN NOTTING 2011 
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RECYCLE RECYCLE RECYCLE 
The Cue CRC is your local place to RECYCLE your ink cartridges 

 
Just bring them in and put them in the recycling box, we then 

send the full bag to Planet Ark for processing. 
 

We have been doing this small bit for the environment for over 7 
years, and will continue for as long as we can. 

 
If you have any other recycling ideas please come and tell us.  

 
We are located in the Old Post Office building, 72 Austin Street 

Cue. 
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REMEMBER RING :  99630100 

CUE HEALTH  
CENTRE 

Victoria Street                                                   
Cue  WA 6640     
Tel: 9963 0100 

  
 
 
 
 

 
Murchison Dental 

June` 2018  For appointments  
PH: 0427386647 

R.F.D.S   GP Clinic  26 June, 10th July 
and 24th July 

Meekatharra 26 April - 11 May 

Podiatrist  2nd July Mt Magnet 23 May - 2nd July  

Physiotherapist 9th July For appointment 0427386647 

Psychologist  Please enquire as above dates 
are subject to change 

Grams  4th July  

FLU VAC START  29TH MAY   

AMBULANCE 
POLICE 

FIRE BRIGADE 
PHONE: 000 

FOR AFTER HOURS NURSE  
PHONE:  99630100 

 

DO NOT  
VISIT THE NURSE or POLICE AT HOME 
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All Welcome 

Liturgies July and August 
NB change of times 

 

 
Sun 08.July  Celebration of the Word with Communion 10.00 am 
 
Sun 22 July  Celebration of the Eucharist (Mass)  08.00 am 
 
Sun 12 August  Celebration of the Word with Communion 10.00 am 
 
Sun 19 August  Celebration of the Eucharist (Mass)   08.00 am 

St Patrick’s is located on the corner of Marshall and Dowley Streets. 
St Patrick’s is under the pastoral care of the Sisters of the Good Samaritan of the Order of 

St Benedict. 
Sr Gerri Boylan sgs 9963 4179 
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Table Tennis on Tuesday evenings not during school holiday 
times. all interested people should contact Ruth at the  

CRC on 08 9963 1198 

Time: 7pm 
 

When: Tuesdays 
 

Where: At the School  
 

All interested people should contact the CRC for more 
details. 
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Ring the Cue CRC 08 9963 1198  
For bookings 
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Cue 

Monday  16th July 2018 1pm - 3pm 

Cue Community Resource Centre - Old Post Office 

Karen 9216 8194 
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Mary Radovanovic     09.07 

Jade Cooper               10.07 

Zephaniah Little           16.07  
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                       *Ask a adult BEFORE using scissors* 
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